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August 23 , 1969 


BY WIRE (UNCLASSIFIED) 


FOR COMMANDER HOWE (SITUATION ROOM WHITE HOUSE) 

FROM : Tony Lake 

SUBJECT: Press Statement - August 23, 1969 

The following per our conversation: 

"The President has had this matter under 

consideration and continues to evaluate it and 
he has decided to defer the final decision on 
future troop replacements in South Vietnam, pending 
the receipt of additional information in regards 

ff*' 

to the level of enemy activity. He has asked for 
further analysis and reports on the potential of 
enemy activity in the future and infiltration 
levels. The President will make a final decision 
and announcement on further troop replacements after 
he returns to Washington. The President's decision will 
be based on the three criteria: 

1. Level of enemy activity; 

2. Progress at Paris; and 

3. Ability of the South Vietnamese 
forces to continue to assume responsibility." 
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